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Abstract

The objectives of this dissertation were 1) To study the general
condition of political communication, 2) To study political
communication that strengthens reconciliation and 3) To propose the
integration of Buddhist principles with political communication for
strengthening reconciliation.

Research methodology was the mixed methods: The qualitative
research, data were collected from 23 key informants with in-depth
interview and 11 participants in focus group discussion. The quantitative
research, data were collected from 400 samples and analyzed by
descriptive statistics. Findings were used to confirm the model after data
synthesis.

The research Findings were as follows;

1. The political communication general condition were found
that Sender, message, channel and receiver, the component of these 4
elements that had the highest mean score was receiver. The sender could
not send the message to people with different opinions, the opinions to
control people’s ideas in the same direction. The message was not so true
that could not convey information for people’s conception. As for the
channel, the channel for communication was convenient, fast and
economical. The receiver was the most important people.



2. Political communication that strengthens reconciliation was
found that by overall, was at high level (X=3.63, S.D.=0.95). When
considering the mean values in descending order from high to low was
found that the mean value was at high level in all components, as
follows: the highest mean value was the receiver (X=3.84, S.D.=0.98),
followed by messages, (X=3.62, S.D.=0.98), sender (X=3.58, S.D.=0.91)
and channel (X=3.51, S.D.=1.05) respectively. Data from in-depth-
interviewing the key informants were found that the sender must pay
attention to the integrity and ethics, inferable and reliable sources,
benefits to public and oneself. Channel for communication included the
use of Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, meeting with people, policy
statement and performance reporting.

3. The Integrating Buddhist principles with political communication
for strengthening reconciliation was found that overall, integrating the
principles of SaraniyaDhamma with political communication to
strengthening reconciliation was at high level (X=3.81,S.D.=0.93). When
considering the mean value in descending order from high to low was
found that the mean values were at high level in all components as
follows: the highest average was the DitthiSamaniiata was at
(X=4.08,S.D.=0.69), followed by SilaSamarniiata, Satharanabhogi were
at ( X=3.94, S.D.=0.88) and the lowest average was Mettakayakamma
was at ( X=3.62, S.D.=0.95) Data from in-depth-interviewing the key
informants were found that: politicians dressed appropriately at the right
time and place, had discussions with people with different political views,
had compassion for people both in front and behind their backs, shared
information with people, behaved with physically, verbally, and mentally
honesty, knew how to respect and listen to people's opinions, had sources
of information that could be inferred, presented to the public to see the
picture with lawful data, communicated with compassionate minds for
people, used friendly words with sincerity, had loving kindness mind in
using communication channels, shared news with content through
appropriate communication channels, respected the rules of etiquette and
did not infringe the liberty. The receiver had virtues, adhering to the
interests of the general public and had broad an open mind.
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