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Abstract

The research entitled “Development of People’s Political Participation in
General Elections at Lower Northern Region Provinces” was conducted with 3
objectives: 1. To study people’s political participation in general elections at lower
northern region provinces 2. To study factors that influenced people’s political
participation in general elections at lower northern region provinces and 3. To propose
the Buddhism integrated development of people’s political participation in general

elections at lower northern region provinces

Methodology was the mixed methods: The data for qualitative method were
collected from 21 key informants by in-depth-interviewing and by in-depth-interview
and from 9 participants in focus group discussion and analyzed by descriptive
interpretation. The quantitative research, data were collected with questionnaires from
400 samples, derived from the populations of 2,199,250 people from the lower
northern region provinces: Nakornsawan, Pichit, Kampangpet and Uthai Thani Provinces
and analyzed with descriptive statistics: frequency, percentage, mean and standard

deviation.
Findings were as follows:

1. People’s political participation in general election at the lower northern
region proinces was found hat political participation is the people’s involvement or
important roles in political activities such as following the political information, using
right to vote and campaign for election, political dialoques, participation in political
activities with political parties and political groups, communuicAtion with polticians,

political lallies and application for political party mebershjip. Opinions on participation



in general political election of people at lover northern region provinces, going to cast
votes for good persons, good political party to protect the national interest and wanted

to have pure, just, fair and equal election.

2 . Factors that had influences on people’s political participation in
generalelection at lower northern region provinces was factors of people's political
participation include: 1) following election news 2) exercising voting rights and
campaigning 3) discussing politics 4) participating in political activities with political
parties and political groups 5) Contact with politicians, 6) Joining political gatherings,
and 7) Applying for membership of a political parties. Factors of political psychology is
the important factor that encourage people to participate in political activities
especially the general election that consisted of political interest, political behavior,

political socialization, political values and political ideology.

3. Development of people’s political participation in general election at
lowernorthern region provinces with Buddhism integration. Participation according to
Apparihaniyadhamma is activities that people participate, get involved or have roles in
political activities such as participation in political meeting, unity in solving problems
and developing politics economy society and environment, adhering to democratic
political principle and ideology, respecting wise and learned persons, elders in the
country, together conserving fine and righteous political culture and maintaining
happiness and moderation sustainably. Apparihanoiyadhamma is the principle that
conduces to prosperity, success and security of groups. but the results that need to
be solved before they get worse. Organizations that are successful because one
important criterion that is members in the organizations work together happily or

families can live together happily.
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