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Abstract

Objectives of this research were to: 1. Study general context of the monk’s
participation in the Samutsongkhram community development, 2. Study the process
of monk’s participation development in the community development by Buddhist
way in Samutsongkhram Province and 3. Propose the guideline for the monk’s
participation development in the community development by Buddhist way in
Samutsongkhram province

Methodology was the qualitative research, collected data from document
analysis and in-depth-interviewing 30 key informants with structured in-depth-
interviewing scripts by face-to-face interviewing and analyzed data by explanation
and descriptive interpretation. Findings from in-depth-interview was used to create a
basic model before presenting to 12 participants to verify the model in Focus Group
Discussion.

Findings were as follows:

1. The general context of the monk’s participation process in
Samutsongram community development by Buddhist way revealed that, in decision
process, monks at Abbot or administrators as the community advisors and people’s
spiritual refuges had important roles in decision making and plan management and
community assistance in any activities and advices. The outstanding project that the
communities inniated to help themselves was the Long Khaek, Long Klong ( Pitch-in
Canal Clean-up Project. The benefit sharing aspect, more villagers and laities

participated in supporting monasteries activities and Buddhism promotion. Villages,



monasteries and communities live together in peace, harmony and sufficiency.
Monks evaluated the community development project by observing villagers’
behaviors.

2. The monk’s participatory development process in the community
development by Buddhist way in Samutsongkhram province was found that the
knowledge construction process consisted of problems reflection for the villagers to
really realized and giving them opportunities to share their opinions in order to solve
the problems together. Development guideline construction process consisted of
Long Khak Long Klong Project, (pitching in canal clean-up project), which was the
outstanding project of the community that emphasized the participation of every
part of the societies to join the community development earnestly. Environment
protection project was the project for environment, mangrove forests and fresh
water sources rejuvenation. Monasteries at the rivers banks participated with villagers
to conserve and protect the environment and fresh water fishes around monasteries.
Operation guideline creation process was the process for proposing the practical
guidelines for communities problems solving with participation of Vvillagers,
community leaders and monks. Communities environment protection project was
hosted by the Office of Natural Resource and Environment of Samutsongram
Province. Samutsongram Sangha, as the advisors, support the project with money,
personnel and other materials to push the project through Longkhaek Longklong
Project, (pitch-in, Canal clean-up project) for clean, peasceful and beautiful
environment. Sangha helped the communities by campaigning people to love, to
protect and conserve the environment and natural resources in their own
communities and to make the monasteries the tourism attraction for more tourists to
come to make merits.

3. The monk’s participation development in the community development
by Buddhist way in Samutsongkhram province was found  that, The participation
mean for decision making could be done by studying the information of the
community in every aspect, listening to people, finding what they need and being
responsive to their real needs. More importantly, monasteries must be ready with
money, man and materials. When data were ready, knowing the villagers’ needs,
monasteries have money, personnel, materials and readiness, these could help
monks make decision to develop communities easily. The participatory mean for
plan and project operation by the Buddhist way, starting from having the strict plan.
The monks have to work with the community to produce the well community

development plan. Samutsongram Province communities have monthly regular



meeting to plan the community problem solving emphasizing money worthiness,
transparency, check ability, and implementing according to the plan strictly without
short-cut or implementing out of the plan, respecting the decision by the majority.
Monks must operate more to reduce the conflict with villagers but emphasizing good
understanding with villagers and communities.” Inform villagers what you do” The
participatory mean for sharing the benefits from participation by the Buddhist way
were that more villagers make merits, communities get stronger, villagers live happy
lives, and communities are more peaceful. The participatory mean for the follow-
up and project evaluation by Buddhist way was that even though the monks have
less knowledge of evaluation, the simple way they can use is observation on the
villagers behavior, over seeing whether they are happy with the activities or not. The
villagers’ laughter and smiles are the result of the monk’s community development.
Next mean is to ask and interview villagers, emphasizing dialogue with villagers to
create good and common understanding and the last mean is that every monastery
compiles and submit reports to higher ranking monks for acknowledgement regularly

emphasizing “observation, dialogues and reports”
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