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Theravada Buddhism: Identity, Ethnic, Retention of "Khmer’s Krom" in Vietnam
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Abstract

Theravada Buddhism is a supporting factor for the survival of the Khmer ethnic group
through religious identity, language and religious culture in order to create "self" to remain
under the political, social, economic and cultural conditions of the Khmer ethnic group in
Vietnam. " Khmer is Theravada” as well as Theravada is making Khmer has the key of showing
for ethnic identity. It has not changed over the hundreds of years since the land "Krom" or the
memory of the Khmer in the name. "Pranakorn - the forest town" was a part of the ancient
"Khmer" Kingdom and must be part of "Hue" or "Vietnam - Thailand" after its influence over
the Cambodian court. It was a part of the Chinese Koenig during the French Revolution. After
Vietnam's independence, Theravada Buddhism is a factor supporting the identity and existence
of "Khmer Ethnicity" in Vietham with a new border context. The clashes for the persistence of
Theravada and ethnic groups are still being passed on, and has continued dynamic until the present.

The purpose of this article is to study the history of Theravada Buddhism with the role in



creating ethnic identity and persistence of "Khmer Cham" in Vietnam. Documentary research
study and field study with in-depth interview were designed for data collection and analysis

of this academic article.

Keywords: Theravada Buddhism, Ethnic, Khmer’s Krom
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