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Abstract

Three purposes were set for this research which were (1) to study the role
of Buddhist monks and their political participation in ASEAN on multiple case studies
of Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam, (2) to study the effect of the role of the monk
on political participation reflecting the cultural and social values, and (3) to develop
learning package on the role of Buddhist monks on political participation in ASEAN on
multiple case studies of Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam. Qualitative research was
used for research deign applying documentary research to study the role of Buddhist
monks on political participation in Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam who were Thich
Nhat Hanh, Ashin Wirathu, and Somdet Phramaha Ghosananda and were selected by
purposive sampling. Data were collected by using in-depth interview, participatory
observation, and area studies in ASEAN countries. Content analysis and analytic
induction were used for data analysis.

Research results indicated that monks from Myanmar, Cambodia and
Vietnam were found to have political role both the participation in the empirical
context and the role of applied doctrine in daily life. In a case study of Ashin Wirathu
who was a part of religious and political leading in Myanmar. A Somdet Phramaha
Ghosananda who adhered the doctrine applied to the end of violence in Cambodia.
Thich Nhat Hanh in the role of Buddhist monk who brought the teaching into Vietnam
society and was proud of current Vietnamese people. (2) Multiple case studies of
monks reflected the identity and vision of each country that led the values of
performance of each country including integrated the concept of Buddhism into
practices. A case study of Myanmar with the concept of ethnic as well as the campaign
of Cambodian monk occurred the conflict until genocide that was the origin of
coexistence with peace under the situation of Civil war. Otherwise, it was the concept
of monks to reduce conflict and to avoid killing in Vietnam during civil war and Vietnam
war. (3) The development of learning package for students in Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University was to understand ASEAN and Buddhist ways in the roles of Buddhist monks
with political participation in ASEAN countries such as Cambodia, Myanmar, and
Vietnam, and to make peace in religions, beliefs, and social coexistence under the

diversity of cultural difference.
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